The best camp in the world – Roma and Friends Tolerance Summer Camp

2010 was the third year when the Public Affairs Office and the Regional English Language Office of the U.S. Embassy, Budapest, Hungary organized the “Roma and Friends Tolerance Summer Camp” in Balatonlelle at Lake Balaton. There are two one-week-long camps held every year. In each camp, there are 35 Roma and non-Roma students who can spend a joyful week together and make friendships without racial prejudice. 


The camp hosts seven groups, consisting of five ethnically diverse students each from all over Hungary and they are led by their own English language teachers. The whole camp is organized by the camp director and her staff that consists of Hungarian and American camp counselors and trainers. The main aim of the camp is building tolerance among the Roma and non-Roma students. 


The first round of the 2010 camps was very special for everyone. Even for the students, the counselors, the trainers and the teachers. We arrived from two different continents, from different cultures and linguistic backgrounds. The programs provided a good base for being entertained during the week. The students had drama lessons, baseball, soccer, morning gym, arts and crafts, karate, folk dance, origami folding, morning / evening circle, English fun time (focusing on the American culture) and beech time sessions every day. At nights, they had casino night, treasure hunt, talents’ night, carnival dance, city presentation and camp fire. One day we traveled to Tihany by boat for a trip. The English language teachers had workshops hold by American teacher trainers. We learned how to use the energy present in the classroom in a positive way, how to treat minority issues and how to be tolerant while building the classroom community. Personally for me, the drama sessions and the workshops were the most useful and entertaining parts. I have learned many new techniques and not in a boring, spoon-fed way, but in a creative, free and empathetic environment where my insight was listened to. 


However, these programs were only bases for being the best camp in the world. For being the best, more needed. Some special moments when life stops. And these are the moments why we should live for. Such as, when students gave each other clothes to wear something clean, when a poor girl was awarded for the first time in her life, when everyone listened to the story of “Sadako and the one Thousand Cranes” in silence, when we sang, danced and made poetry, when we made friendships and when we said goodbye. We arrived as strangers and we became a family by the end of the week with the help of tolerance and love. It was an honor to be there. Thank you.





   




      Katalin Erdélyi, teacher            
